
TAX INCREASE LETTER
CUT FEBRUARY 6

February 6, 1967

Dear ;

I believe that every effort should be exerted
to reduce Federal spending all along the line
before serious consideration is given to a tax
increase . You can therefore be sure this will
have good attention in by capacity as a member
of the Senate Finance Committee w .ice handles
tea leislation for the Senate.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

	

MINORITY LEADER
ILLINOIS

'JCnffeb ,~fofez .Senate
TAX E E PTJ C

April 13, 1967

Dear :

Thank. you for your comments regarding an increase in the present
$600 individual tax exemption for income tax purposes.

Later this year a general tax revision bill will be presented and
no doubt this provision of the tax law will be included in our
deliberations . As a member of the Senate Finance Committee, which
handles tax legislation for the Senate, I can assure you this will
have my best attention and I will have your interest in mind.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

	

MINORITY LEADER
ILLINOIS

'ZCrtifeb

	

'Senate

Tax Increase Robo

August 10, 1967

Dear .

The budget situation which will confront the country in the days ahead g i ves
us a real problem with respect to the proposals for a tax increase . It is
reasonably certain that for the fiscal year 1968, which ends on June 30, 1968,
we will see a budget deficit somewhere between 25 and 30 billion dollars . It
will be necessary to borrow this money and spend it in addition to +he revenues
which will be derived from all tax sources.

A deficit of such measure can have a tremendous inflationary impact on the
economy and the residual question is whether to tr y to reduce it by a tax
increase or whether to deal with this deficit by lifting the debt limit and
borrowing the entire amount . From the economic standpoint i presume an
argument can be made on both sides of the question and sentiment in the Senate
has certainl y not jelled sufficiently to be able to identify a trend one way
or the_!r thc other . it is fair to say, however, thaithat feelings
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._ intense
and there will be a lot of discussion before anything eventuates in this field._.

In addition every effort must be exerted to reduce federal spending and in that
connection we Republicans have been urging the administration to recall its
budget requests and resubmit them at more realistic levels in line with the
financial difficulties facing us.

Sincere l__.

Evere : , r"_cT.inl

	

Dirhsen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

	

MINORITY LEADER
ILLINOIS

9.1CITHeb Zf of ez . enafe

TAX HOBO

October 26, 1967

Dear :

This is in response to your communication with respect to
taxes . As you may have noted from the press, the House has
indicated an unwillingness to consider a tax proposal until
the Administration reduces spending in non-defense areas.

I am grateful for your views.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

	

MINORITY LEADER
ILLINOIS

2Cnif ea tates Zenaf e

Tax Robo

November 14, 1967

Dear :

I can appreciate your feelings regarding the Administration's request
for a surtax and other increased Federal income tax proposals . No denial,
we are in a fiscal fix as a result of the heavy pressure on the budget
caused by Vietnam, as well as the many new domestic programs which the
Administration has been able to get through its Democratic controlled
Congress in recent years.

However, the House has indicated an unwillingness to consider a tax pro-
posal until the Administration reduces spending in non-defense areas.
I have proposed a compromise to the Administration surtax request, which
may end the Congressional impasse over the $7 .4 billion income tax
surcharge . This compromise would couple a $4 billion cut in Federal
spending to a $4 billion income tax increase.

I serve on the Senate Finance Committee which will handle whatever tax
proposals submitted. Therefore, you may be assured that they have
the benefit of my best attention.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

MINORITY LEADER

,Sf alez Zeno&
TAXES AND QUOTAS ROBO

December 18, 1967

Dear :

I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in bringing me your
views on two important problems that will be confronting the
Congress next year.

The question of whether or not there will be a tax increase will,
to a great extent, be determined by-the economic situation we find
when we come back in January . The uncertainty of present con-
ditions is one of the things that led the House to delay action
on the Administration's tax bill.

In the Senate we will undertake a complete review of our foreign
trade policy in an effort to determine how we can best ensure the
domestic employers and employees of a fair share of the American
market without unduly hindering our trade policy . The Finance
Committee has invited interested persons to submit their views to
the Committee and these views will be published around the first
of the year . Shortly after the first of the year hearings will be
held in an effort to obtain as much information as is possible on
this subject.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

	

MINORITY LEADER
ILLINOIS

9 Cnif eb .cif of es ,Zenaf e

Tax Increase Robo

December 19, 1967

Dear :

The Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and Means has indicated
that his Committee will begin consideration of the Administration's
req=est for a ten percent surtax on January 22, 1968 . Legislation of
this type must, under the Constitution, originate in the House of
Representatives . When this measure reaches the Senate, we will have
the benefit of the Administration's proposed new spending budget and
in addition, will be able to assess the need for this legislation in
the light of the economic situation existing at that time . As you
know, I have insisted that if there is to be a tax increase, there
must at the same time be a reduction in spending of an amount that is
greater than what the Administration has proposed.

In addition to the above tax measure, we will also consider a revenue
reform measure next year at which time we can give consideration to
such things as the $600 exemption for dependents . Also it is quite
likely that the Senate will consider areas of possible abuse that have
developed since the last reform measure was enacted.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen
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